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To Be A King
by
G.A. Lindbloom

«e..ds & classic saga of Mafias politics, powsr, love, betrayal, and
Machiavellian deception arsund every corner. Set in modern Datrolt, thsz story
chronicles one young Mafiosa's agasinst-all-odds rise to power, fall from grace,
then rise again through the ranks of the city's 1little-known but vary real La
Cosa Nostra fection. Among his many exploits is his attempt to gain the support
of La Cosa Nostra's sacred Commission, a rzclusive panthson of pousrful moeh
basaes who represent factions of the Mafia all over the country, and srs led by
the heads aof the New Yark "Famllias," who secretely delve out powsr on behalf
of the Mafia's trues shot-callers a half-world away in Sicily, the . Cappi

Supremn.

Omnio "King" Falcone, a statussque young adaonis with a3 powerful rhysigue and
dangercus esbon eyes, is the grandson of Den "The Butcher" Falcone, Detroit's
onatime "Capo de Tutti Casppi," Boss of 21l Bossss. Omnio is pnly one af the
aging Dom's =2ight grandsems, but the others are products of his three
deughters, making COmnio the Don's lest and only male hedr, landing the burden
aof carrying on their famlly name firmly on his shoulders, a responsibility so
sacrad to the Sicilian that it takes pracedence over all else.

But there is a problem. Omnio's blond is not pure, He is only hslf Sicilizn.
His father had broken the age-nld Sicllisn tradition of marrying the betrothed
daughter of =an esquelly powarful Capo in order to strengthen both families.
Instead, against his father's advice, he merried a beautiful young lewish woman
who had not been mentslly prepared for life as s Maflosa's wife. Just weeks
aftar the birth of Omnio, thair first and only echild, her mind brpoke when her
new husband was murdered under mysterinus circumstances, making bsby Omnio the
sole heir to the Falcone throns,

ABacauee of his mixed linesgs, however, the odds sre stacked agalnst him, for
ona of La Cosa Nostra's most sacred decrsee prohibits anyone but pure-bred
Sicilians from becoming a "Mads" men, & title that 1s so often misnomered by
fiction novelists and Hollywood dramas. Being Made is much mors than just B
title or status symbol. It's am honor. The process itself involves 3 complex,
sacrad blood-path that dastes hack millemmia, an sath that ancient Sizilian
paasanis once swore to their "Men of Honor," powerful lecal land barons knoun
as "Dmplosi." To break this osth meant the eradisation of their bloodline. Ta
honar it, though, meant they would be loved, protesctzd, and cared for by their
Omnioso, as well as respected and feared by all who knsuw him.

Today in modern times being Made is the grestest honor that can be bestowed
upon 2 Sicilisn Mafioso, for onee he takes this sacred blood-path he becomas
untouchable, protected from his enemiss by the Mafia's hisrarchy of Familisa
Capos. But far more impartant, it significanmtly reises his rank, and affords
him the right to operats directly undsr a Familia Capa, a femily bass, He must
kick a significant portion of his earnings up to thea Capo who caontrols the
territory he aoperates in, as well as a monthly largesse to the Commission as
paymznt for sanctioning his new "Made" status within the Syndicets. And if ha
can evantuslly prove his warth oy contributing enough monies to  the
Cammission's coffers, snd he adheres to La Cusa Nostra's sacrad decrass of
honor and loyalty, he may even be granted parmission to establish his ouwn
Familia within the Syndicste.

Because of DOmnio's mixed blosd, he grew up ostracized by much of his family,
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snd was constantly looked down upon with contampt by his thoroughbred Sieilian
vousins and uncles. So, isolatesd by his -family ss he comes into manhood, he is
farced to strike out an his own as s maverick, a bettom-rung, street lsvel wilse
guy. But he doss have one advantage--hg is gulded by his grandfather, whc hes
besen pruning him to take over ths Familis his entire 1ife, But the Syndicate
Cappl are not prepared to accept Omnlo. And they watch him clossly ss he slowly
begins asssembling a small, rag-tag coterie of low-lesvel wise guys who have no
ties to any of the Syndicate Familias. The pouwerful Syndicate bossas tolesrate
him out of respect for Dom Falcone, but do nat approve aof him, even if they do
considar he and his crew relatively harmlgss. But Omnio's crew is far from
harmless. Yes, by traditional standards they are a motlay sssemblage, some of
them not sven Slcilian, or sven Itslian, but thay =sre ambitious, loyal, and
dedicetad to him. And gulded by the Mafia's sacred decrass that his grandfsther
had so painstakingly instilled in him, he quickly earns the love and respect cof
the men who soon find themselves calling him boss,

By apge seventeen, already Omnio and his crew are involved in a numbar of
profitable 1llicit street rackats, fram gambling and extortion, to fancing
gtolen merchendise and running chop shops, to. drugs and prostitution. But he is
ancroaching on territoriss and rackets belonging to the Syndicate, and he soon
finds himeelf at odds with the verious Familias. Concerned he 1s cutting too
deep into their profits, they take the metter to the current BHoes of Bosses,
Omnio's execrable uncle Leomi, who obliges them by vanking Omnioc's police
protection in the city's outlying suburbs, where the profits are the highsst,
and restrict his operations to the ghattos within the city limits,

Though this infurlates Dmnio, it does nothing to dater him. He simply
gisregards his uncle's arders snd, even after two feiled attempts on his life,
continues expanding bis oparations out of the city, hullding up his crew with
blatant disregard for the complaining Syndicats bosses. But his insolence soon
forces the Commission to intervene before an all-out war erupts, which they
cannot have with the city on ths verge of legslizing gembling, s racket that
will sllow them to skim huge revenue from the casinus thay plan to arect with
the use of salect front men.

The Commlission'’s intervention, thuugh, is not what Leoni and other Syndicate
bosses weres expecting, for they had bsen hoping to get the green light to get
rid af him psrmentanly, but instead are told to leava Omnic alone, to let him
operate without their interference. His anly penalty is he will no longer
recaive their police protection.

Nevertheless, sven without the Syndicate's protective umbrells of pasid peliee
gendarmerie and government officiale, Omnio still flourishes, taking in
millions from his ever-sxpanding illicit rackets. But his success and right to
operate with impunity soon breeds resentmant snd jealousy, especislly sincaz he
is a3 "Dragoni," @ half-breed who by traditien can never rise above the rank of
straet soldier. Certain Cappi beliasve he i1s recsiving preferential irestmant
because of Dan Feleone's influance, which makes them nervous, for they know be
is dangsrous. He 1s the proudigy of The Butcher, whg, before msking the mistake
of handing the reins of power over teo his repugnant son-in-law, lLeoni, was oncs
the most dangerous and powsrful Maficso Detroit had sver known.

Fearing Omnio may scon attain tha bescking of the othar Syndicat= Cappi, Leani
asks the Commission bpsses ta sanction a hit on him befora he can further stir
up trouble. But the Commission has informants in the Datraoit Syndicate, and
know he is being influepced by his son, Anthony, a newly Made Man and
narcissistic powar-monger with an inferiority complex., They know the history
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bztwean the two young cousins, how Anthony resents his older cousin because
Ommic has always been bigger, stronger, smarter, better-looking, and, most
importantly, favorsd by thelr grandfather, Don Falcone. But, aut of respsct for
the aging Don, ths Commission refuses to sanction the hit. At least nat while

Den Falcome is still alive.

Thaugh Omrio 1s well awars of the fact that his uncle and cousin arz out to
get him, he is not dissuaded. He remsins stzadfast and focused, determined to
make a nams fore himself and take his rightful place within tha Syndicate. And
he is meking =11 the right moves, kicking serious monies up to the Syndicats
bosses, sending the Commission its dua share. His men are loyal and devoted.
His bast frismd and falthful undarboss, Jonny New Vork, has sworn his 1life to
him, and proven his loyelty by saving Omnio's 1life in a botched assassination
attempt by & palr of contract killers., Togasthar they have a hastched a master
stratagem that wlll elther earn them ths favor of the Commission, or cost them
thelr lives in the process. For Omnlo has a vision, secratly harboring a
grandipse dream of somaday lz2ading La Cosa Nostra from the penumbral shadows
inte a new era of lagitimats business enterprise. And thanks to yesars of
tutelage from his grandfather, coupled with his intrinsically brilliant mind
and street savvy, ss wsll as the devotion of his falthful lisutenants, hs has
all the right tools to do just that,

Unfortunately, just whan tha Commission is finally r=ady to racogniza him as
iegitimate part of the Detroit Syndicate, just when he is finally gaining tha
respect and support af the old-time Syndicate bosses, a beautiful young Mafla
princess arrives in town,. Her father, the second mbst powerful Maficss an ths
planet, sacond only to hils imprisoned father, has sspt her to Michlgen to
attend medical school at the University of Michigan. And he has intrusted her
care to an o©ld and respected friend of his father's, Don The Butcher Falcons.
Aoth Omnio and his invidious cousin Anthony ere instantly smitten by her, and a
war for her affaction soon erupts, a war thet ends with Omnlo sentenced to lifas
in federal prison.

But Don Falcona does not plan to let his beloved Omnio die im prison, which
would mean the extinctiorn of his bloodline., Determined to see his name live on,
ha seeks the help of an nld friend, thes 1ifa of whom he had saved over fifty
yaars ago in Seoul Korea, when the two of them ware young marines. The night he
saved this now influential friend was the very night he earned his moniker,
"The Butchar," by using his trusty buck knifs te dispatch five Korean thugs
bent on revenge after receiving the worst snd of drunken bar brawl. Now fifty
yaars later, the alling Don, as his dying wish, asks this frisnd for one last
favor.

four years later Omnpio emarges from federal prison a fres man, having
recelved a Presldential Pardon. But in the eight years since his imprisonment,
things have changed. Under the immense pressurgs of being Detrolot's Capo de
Tutti Cappl, bhis once powerful and intimiating uncle Lsoni has slowly begun
lossing his mind, as well as. tha raspasct of his subordipata Syndicate bosses,
all af whom are secretly positioning themselves for a play at the throne.
Everyone knows Leonl's days ers numbered, and the time is right for & coup
d'etat, And Omnic has a plan to speed things along. While in prison hs mede
some new friends, powerful frisnds from New York, friends who do not want to
see a low-profile factlon like Detraoit's become a high-profile one over a uwar
between Familias, Seo he strikes a dasl with them. If he can hslp get the
Datroit Synditetes back under control, they assure him they will support his
lofty dreams of becoming a Made Familia Capo. And in ths process ha'll get to
settle the score with his cousin Anthony.
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For those who went a peek into ths Mafia's clapdestinz world, the real lLa
Cosa Nostra beyond over-dramatized Hollywood productions, To Re A King is a
must-read., But thie book will afford you morz than just a pesk. You will he
transformed inta the story, become a part of 1ts tapestry, fael as if you are
there in the roam with the characters. tLove them or lnathe them, thay will
become so vivid, so resl that you will feal yeu know them persocnally, empathize
with their plight, feel what they feel, see uwhat they see, think what thay
think,

Come, let G.A. Lindbloom open the doors %o Ls Cosa Nostra's secrat hypogean
world. Become privy te their incradible history, codes and traditions that date
back thousands of ysars, codes and traditions that today govern an
internstional organization that spans the glohe and genarates proceeds far
axceeding even the largest Fortume 500 companies, gsarning an estimated %40
billion annual, a number co-publishad hy the FAT and Interpel in 2008. Dus to
cartain lesders loosing sight of what kept them in existence for thousands of
years, breakling "Omerta," La Cosa Nostra's sacred vow of silence, the Mafia has
been dealt several major hlows ovar the past tup dezcades, Yet todsy 1t remains
stronger than sver., The remaining leaders have adapted, learned from their
mistakes, and are now reinforcing thsir age-old decrees, secred codes of conduct,
to the younger gansrations. After the highly publicized exploits of the Now
¥York and Philadelphia factions in the 90's, thes Cammission and their rmetionsl
constituents have reverted back to their smcient Sicilian roots by taking an =
much, much lower profile. In fact, the ancisnt Latin word "Mafig® sctually
translates to "Bold Secret Warriors,” hecause sncient Sicilians dared to dafy
the countless appressive invaders--Greeks, Parsisms, Ramaps, Normans, Moors,
Ottomans--who temporarily occupied the paor but proud Tsland of Sicily
throughout histary.

And Today the descendants of thess hold Sieiliam warriors have evolvad and
adapted to modern times. Thay are just as secret and bold as their anci=nt
ancestors, but they have found ways to use their culture asnd sacrad dacrees to
build an intarnational =mpire that few know sxiste. Most panple have no ides
that La Cos2 Nostre 1s more than just a bunch of thugs and gangsters who have
slicked halr and tslk with 2 New England accent. Today's Mafis is a collsge-
sducated, enterprising businzss sntity so interwoven into the very fabric of
glebal commerce that it effects nearly esvery facet of modern sociaty, If you
live in & lsrge American or Furopaanp city, vou can be surs thet La Cosa Nostra
mainteins a sacret but very real presences tharz. So tha next time you'rz out
dinning at your local Italian restaurant, and you happen to notice 2 dengersus-
looking mam iA am  =xpensive suit whisgering  in argot Sicilian to  the
restaurant's proprietor, consider that man may be more than the proprietor's
peison. He may he tha descendant of an ancient linz of Sicilisn warrior, thars
to collect his monthly street tax.

Rgad "To Be A king," and sse what it takss to be = contemporary Mafia King.
There has not been a Mafia epic this complex, this vivid, or this iconic singe
The Gadfather Trilogy. And there may mever be ammother. Jut don't take our word
far it. Simply click and read for yourself...



